
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media Release 

--For immediate release-- 

 

Nobel Peace Laureate Refused Entry Into Israel:  Mairead Maguire 

 

(Tel Aviv), September 28, 2010—Israeli authorities today refused to allow Nobel Peace 

Laureate Mairead Maguire into Israel.  As Maguire is appealing the denial of entry, she is 

now being held until her appeal can be heard by the court.   

 

The Irish peace activist—who won her Nobel Peace Prize in 1976 for her work bringing 

peace to Northern Ireland—arrived at the Tel Aviv airport this morning from Frankfurt.  

Airport authorities allowed Maguire’s travel companion and colleague, Ann Patterson, 

into the country.  Both women were coming to Israel as part of a women’s peace 

delegation organized by the Nobel Women’s Initiative, a global organization co-founded 

by Maguire and five sister Nobel Peace Laureates. 

 

“We are very concerned that a committed fellow activist is being refused into the 

country,” said Jody Williams, a Nobel Peace Prize winner from the US who is due to 

arrive later today to Israel as part of the same delegation.  Speaking from the Frankfurt 

airport Williams said, “Mairead’s dedication to peace should not be considered a threat to 

national security.”  
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For more information, please contact: 

Rachel Vincent, Nobel Women’s Initiative 

613-276-9030 or 613-569-8400 ext. 113 

 


